THE EXTENT OF THE PROBLEM.
While the average working week of males has continued to contract, there has been an ever-increasing demand for female labour, which has widened to engulf more has recently drawn attention t? it, pointing out that in 1911 there were (in England and Wales) 8,988,000 women, of whom 4,2^8,000 were married: in 1931, 9,825,000 women, of whom 4,918,000 were married : and in 1948, 9,324,000 women, ?f whom 6,063,000 were married. To be cared for by these married women there were, in 1911, 11,049,000 children under the age of 15 ; in 1931, 10,500,000; in 1948, 9,324,000?i.e., 2.6 ( and not benefiting through their husbands contributions only), providing they gave up for that period the job in which they were employed : this maternity allowance was payable for ' the period of thirteen weeks beginning with the sixth week before the expected week of confinement' ; the idea was, of course, to encourage mothers who were in employment to stay off work during the later months of pregnancy and after the birth of the child, by easing the economic pressure which might otherwise drive them to continue at work or to return too early. This (Walton, 1951 There can be little doubt that the great majority of mothers who said they had taken jobs because they felt compelled to do so in order to balance the family budget were telling the naked truth.
Overall, weekly expenditure on food was rather higher in families in which the mother was not employed out of the home, despite the fact that in these homes the total money available for housekeeping was less than where the mother was in a job and her earnings taken into account. On the other hand, the average number of children was higher (2.6) in families where the mother was not employed out of the home than where she was so employed (2.0).
Where weekly housekeeping money fell short of 110/-and the mother was in a job, three families out of every four spent less than 00/-on food : where the mother was not in a job and weekly housekeeping money was less than 110/-, every second family spent less than 60/-on food. Where the money available for housekeeping fell between 110/-and 199/-per week, and the mother was in employment, 44 (Abbott, 1951 Stage in pregnancy at which mother first obtained ante-natal care in relation to month to which mother worked in pregnancy. 
